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Sandra Promen, Poik.
Eational Rifle Asa'n
Fairfax vA
Bear Preslidant Framan,
I w25 pleased with yoor Presidest’s Column in last Ootobers

Amarican Bonter where you stated that the WRA existis o defend

oot just the 2nd Amendment bnt the entire Constitotiom and Bill
of Rights.

| Eo whit tock ma so long to commend the Wik for expandiog qn
1ts migglon Ctatemsent? Lat ma oaxplain. I write this latter as a
golce Eor hondreds of cattle ranchars in Oregon Wha owm hundceds
of thousands of acrer of wildlife habitet and have permita for
controlled graziong on million of acres of federal and atate lands.

I have paid my dues into WRA for ahout 45 ywars and am &
Erequent contributor to !H.Fﬂl.‘; appeals for spocial fands. Every
ringle cattle rancher I know is a wvuo -mer, but I have noe atak-—
istics oo how many are members of MBA. I think I know a way to
expand on this meshership.

I suppoEe you Ara thinking this la just asother letter Crom
4 group who haa an axa to gried, but I think it fitz in with
WEA's efforts to keep lamd open to hunting.

Aa ranchere, we ara peoght up in a struggle to defend our
proparty rights and livelihoode, all becawse of the re-intro doc-
tion of wolves into our neighboriog states of Idaho, Montana and
Wyoming. Wolwvea have been exterpated frum Oregonm for @l years.
hut they are just heginning to leak into this stata from Idahe.

Tha Drogon Dep't of Figh § Wildlife has develnped & "manag-
ement plan® to.a cowmodate thess wolves when they arrive, bk
thers are no provigicne for ranchers to Uae lethel cantrola Lo
proteck gor liveatack. The ODFW held heaclngg where they gave
aqual welght to weoticnal animal rightists whe get thelr Jollies
listaning to a wolf bowl.

A group of ranchera in the eastern part of this state are
galong to clome their extenaies ranchlande to hooters as 4 way to
protest the OO e iodifferencs to the rancher’s ooocerns. This
could be a PR diszster for the ranchars wbo ¢therwise hava no

'qum:rel with hunters. W would hops the huntera will rsallie thar

they gtand to lose if wolves come hera undwr the full pratection
of tha EHA.

30 why am 1 asking the WAA to get involved? Jost this: Woold yoo
conatdsr allowing a feature Article in the Americao Hwntar com-

plete with photra atd explaping the davastation that will ocour

on big game herds oging exssples of what has already ]la.ppenﬂll in
anr mig'hhn:i.ng states?

Or is this too contentious For NEA to get invelved in2
e will wnit for your reply. '

Bigned, lomg time hunter aad swpparter of HRA,

E. Van Blaricom is a resident of Wallowa
County




